GRASSYROOTS

ALBERTA

.“\

When change in government policy becomes desirable or necessary, many

people respond with one of two attitudes: They claim that nothing can be

done, or they look for a quick fix. Both alternatives are mistaken. There are

always things that can be done, but change doesn’t happen overnight. Trying

to promote change before people bre ready rarely succeeds. So what is the
process by which Iong-ter stable change actually occurs?
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What about Iobby:*‘f{‘?,g’?l G

Assomaﬁq&ns member organizations, and fe st, grguﬁs have tradltlonally
sought to \brlng about political change thro hio‘bbylng,ﬁ word originally‘used
to refer to: f&vour-seekers who waited in the lobbles of various legislative
assemblle§,“lﬁop|ng to be the last to speak: lth ‘fh& lqgls tor before he went in
tovote. =i '«.r ' ‘ 2
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Lobbyists atterﬁgfw change laws or polici .by §had|ng politicians, not the
general pubhcg&ften overlooking the f th'a\ efo;re change can occur in
democratic SOCIeHE“S ithere has to be a srgnlflcan‘_ 1 jleasure of public support.
A lobbyist might be- abre to convince a politician ofisomething, but that doesn’t
mean the people who vote that politician in or odt . 'office will be convinced.
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When the public is podr*lyflnformed about an |ss\u ’icrf’ when their bellefs are
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based on incomplete undérstandlng convincing 31 |
ofa position rarely changes ¢he pollcy Forthat to a'
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